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DECIDUOUS FRUITS 

Butte county is famous throughout 
California for the perfection of its 
deciduous fruits. It matters not what 
variety you name, Butte County pro- 
duces it in abundance and sells it in 
every form at the highest prices. 

Chico is the largest center and pro- 
duces all varieties without irrigation. 
No ranch in California is more famous 
than the General John Bidwell ranch 
at Chico, which, among a_ forest of 
peach, apricot, fig, prune, plum, pear, 
almond, walnut and chestnut orchards, 
is found the largest cherry orchard in 
the world. Vineyards, truck gardens 
and berry patches abound, while fruit 
canneries, drying plants, vinegar 
works, etc., are natural adjuncts to the 
general fruit industry in this commun- 
ity. 

The deciduous belt extends to Dur- 
ham, then from near Biggs to another 
big center at Gridley, while many varie- 
ties of excellent fruit is commercially 
grown along the Feather River and in 
the foot-hill region. 


PEACHES—Commercial peaches begin to 
bear in three years and according to 
age, will produce from $125 to $400 per 
acre per year. Perhaps $200 per acre 
per year is a low estimate covering a 
term of years. 


PEARS—The Bartlett is a commercial 
pear known everywhere. It grows large 
thin-skinned, juicy and deliciously 
flavored in Butte County and com- 
mands ready sale producing from $100 
to $250 NET per acre. There are 20 
to 30 other varieties grown of more or 
less commercial importance. 


PRUNES AND PLUMS—Prunes and 
plums are regular and heavy bearers, 
have an exceptionally fine flavor on ac- 
count of soil ingredients peculiar to 
this section and produce from $75 to 
$200 per acre per year. They bear the 
fifth year to a profit. 


CHERRIES—Butte County cherries go to 
the earliest Eastern markets. The 
Royal Anne, Black Tartarian and Gov- 
ernor Wood are among the most popu- 
lar varieties. A tree yields from 300 
to 1000 pounds and bears at an early 
age. They produce from $100 to $225 
per acre. 


GRAPES—This industry is so varied that 
the details are not here discussed. 





Suffice it to say that soils adjacent to 
Chico, Oroville, Durham, Biggs and 
Gridley and many places in the foot 
hills are especially adapted to nearly 
every variety. In fact, the largest 
vineyard in the world lies in Tehama 
County, just north over the Butte 
County line. Flame Tokay, Thompson 
seedless and seedless Sultana are 
among the popular varieties. 


BERRIES AND VEGETABLES—Every 
berry and vegetable known to the 
market of California is produced in 
most sections of Butte County. Im- 
mense returns from small acreages is 
the rule and every month in the year 
finds several varieties fresh for the 
market. 


APPLES—The western slope of the moun- 
tains in Butte County at an altitude of 
1500 to 3500 feet, offers soil and 
climate conditions for commercial ap- 
ple culture which is absolutely unsur- 
passed in any part of any state. The 
Paradise Ridge and Cohasset districts, 
reached via Chico, and _ the _ foot- 
hill sections easterly from Oro- 
ville are the apple centers at 
present, and their unbounded  suc- 
cess spells “opportunity” for any 
person who knows the value of a com- 
mercial apple orchard. Choice apple 
land can be bought at from $40 to $100 
per acre, and where irrigation is need- 
ed, it can be had cheaply and in 
abundance. 

Highly colored and spicely flavored 
fruit of large size is what brings the 
big money in the apple market. This 
favored region produces apples fully 
the equal of, and by many said to be 
superior to those from any of the well 
known districts where land sells at 
from $300 to $700 per acre. All varie- 
ties attain perfection, while the better 
known varieties, such as Winter 
Bananas, Stamen Winesaps, Baldwins, 
Ben Davis, Arkansas Black and Yellow 
Newton Pippins, have been awarded 
first medals at many expositions and 
apple shows. | 

NUTS. 

ALMONDS—California does not hold a 
section in which production of the com- 
mercial almond is superior to the 
Durham-Chico district. The main rea- 
sons are three: extreme great depth 
and wonderful fertility of soil; the 
natural sub-irrigation which makes 
artificial irrigation unnecessary; the 
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soming time.” Twenty years of com- | 

mercial experience is behind the 

almond growers here. Many have be- 

come rich and the newcomer has every 

possible advantage in his favor to re- . 

peat the success of the older growers. | 
Average returns from almonds in 

this district: 

At 3 years old, $ 12 to $ 15 per acre 


} 
unusual freedom from frosts in “blos- 
: 
. 
' 


At 4 years old, $ 40 to $ 65 per acre 
At 5 years old, $ 75 to $125 per acre 
At 6 years old, $125 to $200 per acre } 
After six years old, from $150 to $350. | 
Other essential features about 
almond growing in this district worth 
remembering, are: I. Great’ regular- 
ity of crops; 2. The highest aver- 
age production per tree known; 
3. Almost freedom from destructive in- 
sects; 4. Low cost of production and 
highly perfected method of marketing 
through growers’ associations. 


WALNUTS, PECANS, CHESTNUTS—Be- 
sides the almond, many parts of the 
valley and lower foot-hill portions of 
Butte county, are highly adapted to 
walnuts, pecans and chestnuts. These | 
trees are very long lived, particularly | 


came aman ~ 


free from insect pests and produce 
from $200 to $800 per acre per year 
when in full bearing. 1 


FIGS. 

Packers and canners claim that the 
best figs grown in California come from \f 
Butte county. The fig bears the fourth | 
year to a profit, ripens in August be- 
fore the fall rains, is very long lived, 
practically free from pests and grows 
throughout the valley and foot hill 
region. It is a very prolific bearer and 
groves produce from $150 to $250 per 
acre. The White Adriatic, Calimurnia 
and Black Mission are popular. 

As to cost of trees, method of plant- 
ing, number of trees per acre and oth- 
er details covering cultivation, fertil- 
ization, what spraying is necessary, 
etc., we advise close study of cata- 
logues from any reliable nursery com- 
pany in Butte county. 


GENERAL FACTS ABOUT BUTTE CO. 


SIZE AND LOCATION—Butte County con- 
tains 1720 square miles .and lies on the 
eastern side of the Sacramento Valley 
between the Sacramento river and the 
summit of the Sierra Nevada moun- 
tains. 


CLIMATE—The agricultural and fruit belt 
of Butte County has a climate absolute- 
ly unsurpassed for the commercial pro- 
duction of every fruit, nut, vegetable, 
grain or flower known to the semi- 
tropical zone. An extract from the U. 
S. Government Weather Bureau, tells 
the story: 

Average yearly temperature, 61 
degrees; average winter temperature, 
48; average summer, 75; average low- 
est, 29; average highest, 100; average 
clear days, 238; average rainfall, 23 to 
26 inches. 


Be Sr OP UTS: ATS. #0. KO TWACE ON 

BUTTE—After detailed investigation into 
every county of every State in the 
United States where the least inviting 
prospect was to be found, in 1904 the 
U. S. Government finally located four 
miles south of Chico in Butte County, 
the most important plant garden of its 
kind in the world. 

The Garden, 80 acres in size, is 
used by Uncle Sam for the introduction, 
propagation and final selection for 
practical uses of plants, seeds, vines, 
bulbs, shrubs and trees gathered by ex- 
perts from every part of the globe. 
The selection of Butte County for this 
wonderful institution, has put the “O. 
K.” stamp of approval on our equable 
climate and friable soil by the best 
farmer in the world—‘Uncle Sam.” 

Again in the rice belt of Butte 
County, between Richvale and Biggs, 
Uncle Sam has established another 
Government farm where rice, corn and 
other cereals are expertly grown for 
practical demonstration purposes. 
These stations are of inestimable value 
to every resident of the county as well 
as of the entire State, and we, of Butte 
County, feel that what’s good enough 
for Uncle Sam, is good enough for us 
and surely should be good enough for 
you. 


TOPOGRAPHY AND PRODUCTS—Divided 
in three sections, the western portion of 
Butte County, with an average eleva- 
tion of 150 feet, is the finest of valley 
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land. It is perfectly adapted to all de- 
ciduous fruit and nuts; to the finest of 
alfalfa, both with and without irriga- 
tion according to location; to rice, pro- 
ducing the world’s best crops to date; 
to all other small grains and hay; to all 
varieties of corn, garden truck, dairy, 
hog and stock raising. 

The middle portion lies along the 
foothills with an average elevation of 
perhaps 300 feet, making an ideal ther- 
mal belt. Oranges, olives lemons and 
grape-fruit grow here to perfection. The 
first navel oranges . to. reach the 
market each year, and the highest-class 
of commercial olives come from this 
section. Soils are ideal, climate is un- 
surpassed and water is abundant and 
cheap. 


The eastern portion extends up- 
ward to an elevation of over 6000 feet, 
with the higher mountains, perpetually 
snow-covered, immediately back of it. 
Here, lies the vast timber belt, dotted 
with mills and some of the most exten- 
Sive lumbering operations on the Pa- 
cific Coast. The Feather river with 
four main forks, heads in the snow 
peaks, and, with its water shed of 3350 
square miles, drains nearly this entire 
portion of the county. Water power is 
developed on a gigantic scale, totaling 
an amount equal to one-third the hydro- 
electric power developed in the entire 
State. The great river emerges into 
the broad valley below at a point where 
an immense volume of water is easily 
diverted for irrigation and forms a 
gravity water supply that is absolutely 
unsurpassed, and at the lowest possible 
cost to the consumer. 


The mountains are rich in all 
kinds of minerals and commercial 
stone, gold leading the list with a pro- 
duction of over $3,000,000 annually. 

And lastly, the great mountains, 
heavily timbered in a riot of Nature’s 
colorings, rising majestically on either 
side from a complex myriad of canyon 
gorges where the purest mountain 
streams come tumbling down, attracts 
tourist and summer camper alike, while 
big and little game and fish are in 
abundance to delight the sportsman. 


ABOUT TOWNS—Butte County’s towns 





are completely modern and thoroughly 
represent the vast community of varied 
wealth which supports them. Chico, 
with a population of 16,000, is the larg- 
est city and is famous for being one of 
the most beautiful and prosperous 


places in-the State. Oroville, on the 
Feather river, is the county seat and 
the heart of the citrus belt. Gridley 
and Biggs are the other incorporated 
cities, rich in agricultural surround- 
ings. 


TRANSPORTATION—Butte County is 
served from San Francisco, by the main 
line of the Southern Pacific R. R. to 
Portland, Ore., and north, and a branch 
line to Oroville, the county seat; by the 
Western Pacific R. R. up the beautiful 
Feather River Canyon from Oroville to 
Salt Lake City and east, and by the 
Northern Electric Interurban to Grid- 
ley, Biggs, Oroville, Durham and Chico, 
all competing with Sacramento and 
San Francisco steamers on the Sacra- 
mento river. The Butte County R. R. 
extends from Chico to the heart of the 
timber belt at Stirling. 


SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES—By virtue 
of an immense State Normal, Chico is 
the educational center of Northern 
California. All the larger towns of the 
county maintain a superior system of 
grammar and high schools, while the 
rural districts are thoroughly covered 
by a complete and modern system of 
education. Buildings are modern, 
teachers are highly efficient and the en- 
tire school system would be a credit to 
any community. 

Churches of all denominations are 
thoroughly represented in every com- 
munity and several very costly and 
highly imposing edifices of worship are 
located in the larger towns. Free pub- 
lic libraries are numerous; good roads 
are everywhere and rural telephone and 
mail service abound, all of which pro- 
motes the highest order of religious, 
educational and social activity through- 
out the county. 

The county is remarkably free 
from communities of undesirable for- 
eign elements which would mar the 
high-class of citizenship. 


Butte County Needs You 
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